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promise as it should be, that is from the point of view of Missourians as 
well as from that of congress. 

B. M. ViOLETTE 

Oovernment of Arkansas. By John Gardner Lile, professor of history 
and economics, Ouachita college. (Columbus, Ohio: Champlin 
press, 1916. 187 p. $.60) 

Every chapter in this book indicates that the author is both a lawyer 
and a teacher. Two features predominate : clarity of statement and evi- 
dent intimate knowledge of the workings of government, especially the 
courts. Simple explanations of the several parts of our government pre- 
cede the detailed descriptions of the various divisions. At the very 
outset the student is informed that every citizen of Arkansas is bound 
first of all by the rules of international law — a truth which should be 
stated in every text book. 

The general plan of the book follows the sections of the state constitu- 
tion, amplifying and describing instead of quoting. This treatment is 
less formal than it seems because concrete detail and careful descriptions 
of the actual workings of the government are constantly woven into the 
account. In no case, however, does the author refer to the historical 
development of any institution or practice. 

The chapters on state finances, education, the charitable institutions, 
and corporations are especially well done. Residents of states which 
have carefully guarded their school funds will learn with much interest 
that all state owned land in Arkansas is open to actual homesteading at 
the present time. 

On the whole the book will make an excellent text and its general use 
will assist the people of Arkansas to understand their own state govern- 
ment. 

0. M. DiCKEESON 

Founding of Spanish California. The northwestward expansion of New 
Spain, 1687-1783. By Charles Edward Chapman, Ph.D., assistant 
professor of history, University of California. (New York: Mac- 
millan company, 1916. 485 p. $3.50) 
In his Founding of Spanish California Mr. Chapman has made three 
contributions to southwestern history for which serious students will be 
grateful. In the first place, since he has had access to a vast amount of 
unused and almost unknown material, he is able to supplement, virtual- 
ly to the point of supplanting, the work of Bancroft, Richman, and other 
historians of the period. The sources upon which he relies are drawn 
for the most part from the great treasure house of Spanish-American 
history, the archivo general de Indias, of Seville. The documents found 



